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Fall Armyworm (Spodoptera
frugiperda) (FAW), is a member
of the lepidoptera (butterflies
and moths) family of insects
and is native to the tropical and
subtropical regions of South
and Central America. FAW is a
noted field pest of maize and
sorghum crops, but FAW larvae
are known to feed on more than
80 plant species, including
FAUDIEDIESE  basic crops such as maize, rice,
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sorghum, millet, sugarcane,
vegetable crops and cotton.
‘ FAW can cause significant yield
ou r 6 n PV losses and annual chemical
control costs in the Americas
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amount to >US$600 million.
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Within its native range the FAW
can have severa| generations
Peryear and can undertake
extensive migrations, with
m.oths flying on the prevailing
winds for up to 100 km per
night. Annual migrations of
FAW of over 2000km into the
central and eastern USA are
well known, byt the Populations
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