ARC ANIMAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEME
What is KYD Scheme?
Kaonafatso ya Dikgomo Scheme or KyD Scheme, was established to facilitate access of small-holder
farmers in mainstream agricultural economy of the country. The Agricultural Research Council (ARC)
is entrusted to manage the National Animal Recording and Improvement Schemes (Schemes) for the
nation. The objective of the Schemes is to achieve sustainable livestock improvement by keeping
accurate animal performance records. Kaonafatso ya Dikgomo has gained momentum and covers
7small-holder farmers in all the nine provinces and provides internship opportunities to 38 young
graduates who gain experience in both farmer development and animal recording. The ARC’s field
workers assist small-holder farmers to perform basic animal husbandry and whole herd recording.
Animal records include birth notification, weaning weight, 12 moth and 18 month weight. This
information is captured on the Integrated Registration and Genetic Information System (INTERGIS) for
analysis to enable farmers make selection and culling decisions.

The benefits for participating in
KYD Scheme
Aspects of animal reproduction and
fertility are being addressed to improve
calving rates. The ARC acquired a mobile
laboratory to bull fertility tests,
synchronisation of cows, artificial
insemination, embryo transfer as well as
pregnancy tests. To date, more than 700
Nguni cattle farmers have benefitted from
the accelerated reproductive technologies
project of the ARC.
The ARC works closely with provincial health technicians and
veterinarians to provide animal health advice to farmers and
has trained animal health technicians from provincial
departments of agriculture on important techniques for disease
management. The ARC animal health training centre will
provide continuing training to animal health technicians and
vets to keep abreast with changing animal disease patterns
and climate change.
ARC rangeland scientists also conduct rangeland monitoring
and assessment services to enable farmers manage the
vegetation resources judiciously. Vegetation assessment
results are used to assist farmers develop livestock and grazing
management plans. Nutritionists train farmers in aspects such
as fodder flow planning and feeding strategies including
supplementary feeding.
To complete the suite, the ARC has a Livestock Identification
Catalogue, better known as Lidcat, to assist with the country’s
traceability efforts and combat stock-theft. The system is
based on collecting a hair sample from an animal, allocating a
unique bar-coded reference number to it and storing the
sample at the ARC laboratory (biobanking), which can to
confirm ownership when an animal is stolen.

How to join the KYD
Scheme
By attending our awareness
?
sessions
?
By accompanying an existing

member to a follow-up
sessions
?
By contacting the KYD team
and a field officer will visit the
farmer
A registration form will be
completed with the recruited
farmer and his/her profile
captured in our automated
animal recording systems
through INTERGIS.
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ARC-Animal Production Institute
Olifantsfonteinweg / road,
Irene
Private Bag X2, Irene, 0062
Tel: +27 (0)12 672 9111
Fax: +27 (0)12 665 1563
PRO: ULecuona@arc.agric.za
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ARC-ANIMAL
PRODUCTION
INSTITUTE
Telephone:
+27(0)12 427 9700
+27(0)12 672 9111
Postal address:
ARC-Animal
Production Institute
Private Bag X2,
Irene, 0062
South Africa

AGRICULTURAL
RESEARCH COUNCIL
TRAINING AND ADVISORY UNIT

Physical Address:
1134 Park street, Hatfield, Pretoria
Postal address:
P.O. Box 8783,
Pretoria,
0001,
SOUTH AFRICA
GPS Coordinates:
S 25° 44' 55. 8"
E 28° 14' 14. 0"
Enquiries:
traininservices@arc.agric.za
Tel: +27 (0)12 427 9700
Fax: +27 (0)12430 5814
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